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King of Flowers

In 2007 it is 300 years since the birth of the worldfamous 
Swedish botanist Carl von Linné. Naturally we are marking 
the tercentenary with some beautiful stamps. First of all 
January sees the release of the Linnaea and Carl Linnaeus 
coil stamps, followed by the Linnaeus 2007 jubilee mini-
sheet in May.

Carl Linnaeus was born in southern Sweden in 
1707. His father, Nils Linnaeus, had a passion 
for plants which he soon passed onto the 
young Carl. At the age of 20 Linnaeus took a 
place at Lund University in southern Sweden 
where he began studying medicine. A year 
later he moved to the university city of Uppsala 
to continue his studies. In 1735 Linnaeus 
headed for the Netherlands where he would 
spend a few years. In the Netherlands he re-
ceived help publishing his scientific works and 
he returned to Sweden in 1738 as an interna-
tionally renowned scientist. In 1741 Linnaeus 
was given a professorship at Uppsala where he 
would live and work until his death in 1778. 

Linnaeus was a very productive scientist and 
in many respects, ahead of his times. He was 
primarily a taxonomist and his work establis-
hed an order in biology that was essential for 
its future development. Perhaps his greatest 
contribution to science was the system for 
classifying plants and animals systematically 
into families. His Systema Naturae, 12 editions 
of which were published over the years, 
became world famous and today his naming 
system is used worldwide.
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Carl von Linné
Coil stamp Carl Linnaeus 
Three-color recess and 
two-color offset
Format: 44,12 x 26,6
Art. No.: 241420

SEK: 11:00
Linnaea
Coil stamp Three-color recess  
Format: 31.25 x 26.6 mm
Art. No.: 241419

SEK: 5:50

Collector’s Sheet
Art. No.: 241438

SEK: 36:50

Day of issue: Jan. 25, 2007

Two coil stamps 
celebrating the 
anniversary
Linnaeus 2007 is issued on 
January 25, 2007 to mark 
300 years since the birth of 
Linnaeus. The stamp issue 
in January comprises two 
coil stamps Linnaea and 
Carl Linnaeus. The stamps 
and stamp products are 
designed by Roger Jonsson 
and Michel Östlund/Hera. 
The portrait of Linnaeus, 
a pastel from 1753, is by 
Gustaf Lundberg and hangs 
in the Linnaeus Museum 
in Uppsala – Linnaeus’s 
home from 1743-1778. The 
Linnaea was drawn by J. W. 
Palmstruch in around 1803. 
The collector’s sheet depicts 
one of Linnaeus’s letters 
and the First Day Cover an 
illustration of Lady’s Slip-
per Orchid, Cypripedium 
calceolus. The cancellation 
shows a stamen and pistil 
of Decandria, which is also 
the logo for the Linnaeus 
tercentenary. 

Printed by: Sweden Post 
Stamps, Stockholm.

Engraving by:

Piotr Naszarkowski 

First Day Cover, FDC
Art. No.: 241437

SEK: 20:50
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March 1, 2007 marks the beginning of International Polar 
Year 2007-2008. The initiative involves 27 nations, inclu-
ding Sweden, with the aim of highlighting polar research 
and increasing understanding of the sensitive environme-
nts in the Arctic and Antarctic. The Polar Year is also mani-
festing itself through a joint stamp issue.

International Polar Year 2007–2008 

Svenerik Jakobsson 

Trained at the University 
College of Arts, Crafts and 
Design in Stockholm 1953 
–1958. He has held exhibi-
tions in Sweden, Åland and 
Greenland. He is represented 
in several countries including 
the USA, France, Germany 
and Spain. Took part in the 
Swedish expedition to 
Antarctica in 1989.

Johan Petterson 

Trained at the University 
College of Arts, Crafts and 
Design in Stockholm 1977 
–83. He has held exhi-
bitions at several places 
in Sweden, as well as in 
New York and Washington 
D.C. Also works in graphic 
design and as an author. 
Took part in the Arctic 
Ocean Expedition 2001. 

Ever since the first voyages to the polar 
regions artists have taken part in expedi-
tions. A long time ago, their participation 
was required to document the journey in 
pictures. Today the Swedish Polar Research 
Secretariat is continuing this tradition by 
offering places on Swedish polar research 
expeditions to artists in all domains. The 
artwork of two grant recipients, Svenerik 
Jakobsson and Johan Petterson, can now be 

seen on the stamps issued by Sweden Post to 
mark the International Polar Year 2007 – 2008.

The stamps based on the theme of Internatio-
nal Polar Year 2007 – 2008 are issued by eight 
countries: Sweden, Greenland, Norway, Ca-
nada, the USA, Denmark, Finland and Iceland. 
The stamps will be collected in a ring binder 
which we will be showing in the next issue of 
Bulletin. Keep an eye out for it!
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Minisheet/2
Two-color recess and 
four-color offset.
Stamps: 29 x 39 mm
Minisheet 105 x 70 mm
Art. No.: 241410

SEK 20:00

First Day Cover, FDC
Art. No.: 241440

SEK 24:00

Collector’s Sheet
Art. No.: 241441

SEK 40:00

Day of issue: Jan. 25, 2007

Art and science
The International Polar 
Year 2007 – 2008 issue 
will be issued on January 
25, 2007 and comprises a 
minisheet with two stamps. 
The stamps depict the 
etching Stenfragment I by 
Svenerik Jakobsson, and 
the painting Arctic Ocean 
2001 88° N 145° E by Johan 
Petterson. The illustra-
tions on the minisheet 
show a Neutrino reaction 
registered by the AMANDA 
telescope 1,500 m down 
into the glacier ice at the 
South Pole, and a topo-
graphical map of the Arctic 
Ocean seabed. The picture 
on the minisheet and First 
Day Cover uses colored 
symbols to show which of 
AMANDA’s light sensors 
have registered light from 
a neutrino reaction. The 
First Day Cover cancellation 
shows Oden Spur, named 
after the Oden icebreaker. 
Oden Spur is part of the 
submarine Lomonosov Rid-
ge in the Arctic Ocean. The 
collector’s sheet shows the 
latest bathymetric chart of 
the Arctic Ocean produced 
in the IBCAO. The stamps 
have been designed and 
engraved by Martin Mörck, 
who also designed the First 
Day Cover, cancellation and 
collector’s sheet. Printed 
by: Sweden Post Stamps, 
Stockholm.

Engraving by
Martin Mörck 

One of Sweden Post’s most 
sought-after stamp engra-
vers. Considers the polar 
regions his second home, 
and was a natural choice 
to design and engrave this 
stamp issue. 

the international polar year  2007–2008



Artist Lars Melander’s work on 
this issue has been inspired 
by his own thoughts on the 
approaching spring. Key words 

such as love, nature and light 
have guided him in creating 

the gouaches which have now ended up 
on stamps, First Day Covers and collector’s 
sheets. Birdsong has been another source of 
inspiration. On two of the stamps in the issue 
we see birds in full celebration of spring and 
love with their beautiful song. 

Lars has liked bright, pure colors ever since 
childhood. They are almost like resoun-
ding notes to him. The colors have both 
consciously and subconsciously been an 
important part of his creative work. He often 
takes the paint directly from the tube, wit-
hout much blending. This is very evident in 
the stamps that show bright, pure areas of 
color which only overlap each other slightly 
here and there. 

Welcome wonderful spring into your 
home now!

In one of the first stamp issues of the year artist Lars Me-
lander has interpreted the theme of Spring Feelings. In a 
booklet of 10 stamps, four stamp designs depict wonder-
ful, colorful pictures that create positive, happy associa-
tions. A real bright spot in the winter darkness!
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First Day Cover, FDC
Art. No.: 241432

SEK 26:00

Spring 

feelings

Spring Feelings 
4 motifs, Four-color offset
Self-adhesive
28.87 x 28.85 mm




